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5 "Servant Songs” of

o« 42:°

52:

Isaiah

-9:49:1-13; 50:4-11;

13-53:12: 61:1-3

« Common themes, progressive

unveiling of both mission and

means

e Basic mission is “to bring forth
justice to the nations” (42:1-4)
and to glorify the LORD (49:3)




Context of Isaiah: A New Exodus

Place of Slavery Enslaver Deliverer

Egypt Pharaoh Moses

Babylon Babylonian kings Cyrus




When is this new exodus/redemption

of Israel accomplished?

» God kept his promises to the physical nation

« 537 BC - Cyrus’ decree to return & rebuild (~70
years after captivity began, Jer. 29:10; Ezra 1:1-4)

* 515 BC - Temple completed, worship restored
(Ezra 6:13-22)

« 444 BC - City walls completed (Neh. 6:15)

 But, the heights of 60:1-3, 10-12, 17-22 are never
truly reached in physical Israel’s history... Did Goa
fail?
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Who is the Servant?
"W - Is this Cyrus, “his messiah”? (45:1-3)

. * Is this Israel? (45:4; 41:8; 44:1, 2;
N 49:3)

'+ Some imperfections highlighted
(42:18-25)

E Increasingly individualistic
descriptions of one who will redeem
Israel (49:5-7;: 53:4-6, 12)

« |s this Isaiah or some other man?
(Acts 8:32-34)

* NT clearly attests to this ultimately
being about Jesus Christ (Acts 8:35;
Acts 3:13; Luke 4:16-21).




The New Covenant is a New Exodus

e Pau

o |[dentifies “Israel” of the new covenant (Gal.
3:7-9,16: Rom. 4:13-18; Rom. 9:6-8)

* Quotes captivity language from Hosea (Rom.
9:24-26) and Isaiah (Rom. 2:27-29)

» All NT writers see Christians as the new Israel (1
Cor.10:1-22;: 1 Pet. 2:9-12; Rev. 5:9, 10)



The New Covenant is a New Exodus

e Pau

o |[dentifies “Israel” of the new covenant (Gal.
3:7-9,16: Rom. 4:13-18; Rom. 9:6-8)

* Quotes captivity language from Hosea (Rom.
9:24-26) and Isaiah (Rom. 2:27-29)

» All NT writers see Christians as the new Israel (1
Cor.10:1-22;: 1 Pet. 2:9-12; Rev. 5:9, 10)

Place of Slavery Enslaver Deliverer
Egypt Pharaoh Moses
Babylon Babylonian kings Cyrus

Sin Satan Jesus
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The First Song
(42:1-9)

 Presentation (42:1)

« Has God's Spirit, represents God'’s character
(42:1: John 1:1, 14:9;: Heb. 1:3)

e Statement of mission: to “bring forth justice”

 Statements of action: covenant for the people,
light for the nations, opening eyes of blind,
freeing prisoners from the dungeon
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The Second Song
(49:1-13)

e Called from the womb (Luke 1:26-38)
« Weapon is his words (Heb. 4:12; Rev. 1:16)

* "You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be
gloritied” (49:3)

« "Israel” used as a parallel to "servant”

* Function (not identity) being emphasized

» Servant will bring glory to God that the physical

nation failed to
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The Second Song (49:1-13)

« Redeems “Israel”, salvation goes to ends of the earth
» "“Deeply despised, abhorred by the nation” (49:7)
 "Kings shall see and arise” (49:7; Matt. 2:17?)

 Similar statements of action in 1st Servant Song:

covenant to the people, freeing prisoners, light for
those in darkness, opening eyes of blind

e 49:10 quoted in Rev. 7:16, 17; the Lamb is the
shepherd

« Redemption universally possible (49:12)

« How God fulfills his promise to “comfort [his]
people” (49:13; 40:1)
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The Third Song
(50:4-11)

« Words sustain “him who is weary” (50:4; Matt.
11:28)
* More details of suffering (50:6)

e Determination, “face like a flint” (50:7; Luke
9:51)

* “Those who do not see may see, and those who
see may become blind” (John 9:39; Isa. 50:10,

11)




The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)




The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)

« Most detailed description of how the Servant

accomplishes his mission, many specific N
references




The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)

« Most detailed description of how the Servant

accomplishes his mission, many specific N
references

* Describes how 51:22 is possible




The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)

« Most detailed description of how the Servant
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The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)

« Most detailed description of how the Servant

accomplishes his mission, many specific N
references

* Describes how 51:22 is possible

e "High and lifted up” always describes God
(6:1: 33:10;: 57:15), but also alludes to the
cross (John 3:14, 15; 12:32, 33)

* Vicarious suftering (53:4-6)
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The Fourth Song
(52:13-53:12)

« The resulting righteousness of others
introduced (53:10-12; ct. Heb. 2:10)

« "He shall see his offspring” (53:10)

« "By his knowledge shall the righteous one,

my servant make many to be accounted
righteous” (53:11)

« "He shall divide the spoil with the strong (or
numerous)” (53:12)




*
** Important Transition ***
(54:17)




*** Important Transition ***
(54:17)

* “This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD”

e From 41:8 until 54:17, servanthood of Israel

presented with singular term (42:19; 43:10;
44:1,2,21; 45:4: 48:20)

* Beginning here and throughout remainder of

Isaiah, the term is plural (“servants”)
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« Read by Jesus and attributed to himself (Luke
4:16-21)

« Good news to the poor, brokenhearted, captive,
mourning

* These people continue doing for others what
has been done for them (61:4), designated as
priests (61:6), have an everlasting covenant
made with them (61:8), bless all nations and
glority the LORD GOD (61:11).




The Fifth Song (61:1-3)

« Read by Jesus and attributed to himself (Luke
4:16-21)

« Good news to the poor, brokenhearted, captive,
mourning

* These people continue doing for others what
has been done for them (61:4), designated as
priests (61:6), have an everlasting covenant
made with them (61:8), bless all nations and
glority the LORD GOD (61:11).

« The mission of the Servant has become the
mission of the servants!
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The Servants of the LORD

* [saiah 65:13-16 echoes 42:1... "“Behold my
servants...", who are a part of a new creation
(65:17-25).

» Jesus saw his disciples this way (John 17:13-23;
John 8:12;: Matt. 5:14-16)

 We are the new Israel, servants of the LORD,

kingdom of priests, representing and bringing
people to God (2 Cor. 5:20; Gal. 3:7-9; 1 Pet.
2:9-12: Rev. 5:9, 10)
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The Servants of the LORD

e The “servants of the LORD” are us!

e Our mission must be the same as Jesus’' mission
(to bless all nations and glority God).

e Our character must be the same as Jesus'
character (2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Pet. 2:21).

« We ought to be seeing ourselves in the
"Servant Songs” |




The Servants of the LORD

e The “servants of the LORD” are us!

e Our mission must be the same as Jesus’' mission
(to bless all nations and glority God).

e Our character must be the same as Jesus'
character (2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Pet. 2:21).

« We ought to be seeing ourselves in the
"Servant Songs” |

e Acts 13:47: Isaiah 49:6







